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the prefect's yamen, with the neighbors following them for wit-
nesses. When the prefect heard that a murder case had come up,
he immediately entered the trial hall and summoned all the parties
concerned and commanded them each to tell his story.
First old Mr. Wang told the circumstances of the case as he
knew them and ended by appealing for justice against the cul-
prits. The prefect then summoned the concubine and commanded
her to confess. But Erh Chieh said, "Though I am only Liu Kuei's
concubine, he has always been good to me and the mistress too
has always been kind and considerate. So why should I want to do
this terrible thing?" Then she went on and told exactly what hap-
pened after Liu Kuei's return the evening before.
The prefect was inclined to see things as the neighbors did and
was eager to have the case closed, so he brushed aside the pris-
oners* protestations of innocence and had them mercilessly tor-
tured until they confessed to the crime that they did not commit.
The confession was duly signed, witnessed by the neighbors, and
Erh Chieh and Tsui Ning were put into heavy cangues and shut
up in the death prison. The documents of the case were presented
to the throne through the usual channels, and in due course the
concubine and Tsui Ning were both sentenced to death, the first
by quartering and the second by decapitation. The sentences were
duly carried out. Even if the two had had mouths all over their
bodies they could not have explained away the evidence against
them.
He who is dumb cannot tell of his distress
Though the gentian root tastes bitter in his mouth.
Now reflect on the circumstances of the case, reader. If Erh Chieh
and the young man Tsui Ning had been really guilty of the murder,
would they not have fled the scene during the night? Why should
the concubine have gone to the neighbors to stay for the night
and thus allow herself to be caught the next morning? If the trial
official had thought about the matter carefully he would have seen
the falsity of the accusation. But, in his eagerness to close the
case, he did not think at all. What confession can you not force